
MEETING MINUTES 
VERNON COUNTY COURT & COMMUNITY COLLABORATIVE COUNCIL/ 

VERNON COUNTY PARTNERSHIP 
March 10, 2016 – VERNON COUNTY COURTHOUSE 

 
Members in attendance: 
 
Michael Rosborough, Circuit Court Judge 
Melony Hansen, VCDHS 
Jessie Fortuna, CASA 
Sarah Smith, CASA Volunteer 
Rebecca Salmon, Passages 
Ben Bakken, LaFarge Police Dept. 
Tim Gratz, Readstown Police Dept. 
Dr. Robert Knadle, VAS 
Betty Nigh, Health Department 
Sheila Olson, Clerk of Courts 
Stephanie Hopkins, Attorney 
Kim Wark, Attorney 
Katy Burke, Center Point Counseling 
Jean Klousia, DHS 
Chris Ruder, Scenic Bluffs 
Patrick Ryan, Center Point Counseling 
Kristi Peterson, Circuit Court 
 
Call to order:  The meeting was called to order at 12:00 p.m. by Judge Rosborough.   
 
Approval of Minutes:  A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the 
November 5, 2015, meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
UPDATES: 
 

 Prevention/Partnership:  Katy Burke reported that tomorrow is her last day with Center 
Point Counseling.  She has accepted a new position with the State of Wisconsin.  Patrick 
Ryan from Center Point has been helping her with prevention work at Viroqua Middle 
School; however, he has accepted a new position as well and will be leaving this month.  
Center Point has hired Jessica Leinberger as Katy’s replacement and she will be taking 
over the prevention work. 
 

 Sobriety Court/Intensive Sanctions Program (ISP):  Katy Burke shared that there are 14 
active participants in Sobriety Court.  Seven of those participants will be graduating over 
the next 2 months.  One new participant is waiting to enroll in the program.  All of the 
participants are currently employed or participating in community service.  The 
committee is looking at alternatives for random testing to lessen the burden on law 



enforcement.  Cindy Ellefson from probation and parole is checking into soberlinks for 
the participants.  Ben Bakken shared that a DOT grant was awarded for interlock ignition 
checks on the east side of the county.   
 

 Teen court:  Kristi Peterson reported that Teen Court added 4 new participants this 
month.  Two were direct referrals from the DNR and two were from circuit court. 
 

 Elder Abuse & Domestic Abuse Issues:  Jean Klousia reported the elder abuse 
investigations have remained consistent and most of the cases are for self-neglect.  The 
Interdisciplinary Committee continues to meet every two months.  The Alzheimer’s 
Family and Caregiver Support program has purchased videos and other materials that 
are available to check out.  
 
Katy Burke reported that Center Point has suspended their Domestic Abuse Intervention 
program due to a dramatic decrease in referrals.  They will re-establish the program at a 
future date so long as there are consistently 6 individuals participating. 
 

 Chris Ruder from Scenic Bluffs shared information about a new support group for 
 Spanish speaking female survivors of trauma and abuse, that will run as weekly group 
 therapy starting April 20th at Lugar de Reunion in Sparta, and run by Scenic Bluffs. 

 

 Unit on Aging:  Jean Klousia reported that two workshops on the subject of dementia 
will be held on March 23rd, starting at 10:30 am at the Viroqua Area Medical Office.  
These are free trainings for family members, caregivers, employees working with 
dementia patients and the public.  They are also working with the Health Department 
and Vernon Memorial Hospital to help educate and meet the nutritional needs of 
elderly persons after discharge from the hospital. 
 

 Health Department: Betty Nigh reported the next Stepping On class will start on March 
12th in Coon Valley at the Community Center.  They were again awarded a DOT grant for 
car seats and car seat safety checks from May through October.  The annual “Stuff the 
Bus” campaign will be held again this year.  Organic Valley has made a sizeable donation 
for this project. 
 

 YWCA/CASA:  Jessie Fortuna explained the role of CASA here in Vernon County and that 
they serve kids in Vernon, La Crosse and Monroe counties.  She introduced Sarah Smith 
who is a volunteer working with a family here in Vernon.  She is looking for more 
volunteers who live in Vernon County.  She is willing to speak at any organization to help 
solicit volunteers. 
 

 Veterans Issues:  No report. 
 

 



 
Other Business:   
 
- Melony Hansen shared that the Trauma Informed Task Force will be meeting on Monday, 
March 14th at noon at the Viroqua Medical Center.  Anyone interested is invited to attend. 
 
-Ben Bakken shared that the Counter-Act program was recently reinstated.  A Town Hall 
meeting on drug trends in Vernon County will be held in Chaseburg.   
 
-Judge Rosborough shared his thoughts on the drug forum he attended in La Crosse County. 
 
-Judge Rosborough shared that a team from the county recently attended the Court & Security 
conference in Appleton. 
 
-Judge Rosborough shared information about becoming a journal buddy. 
 
-Jean Klousia shared information about the Everyone Works job fair on June 13, 2016, at the 
Vernon Memorial Healthcare building at the fairgrounds. 
 

Next meeting:  May 5, 2016 
 
Meeting Adjourned:  at 12:50 pm 
 


